
WATER -SPOUTS. 
Mr. James Mainwaring, observer on the s. 8 .  LLAtl~os,',Capt. 

Horatio Lam, commanding, reports having obserred several 
mater-spouts off the east end of Jamaica, W. I.. on May 18,1887. 

Capt. W. N. Aldrich, of the schooner 6' Cotnet,)' reports 
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small one; 28th) N. 26O 071, W. 86O 051, three within half an 
hour; 29th, N. 24O 16/, W. 85O 251, two in northeast and one 
in southeast. 

Captain G<wrie, of the s. 6. '' Caledonia," reports having 
observed a large water-spout in E. 38O 301, W. 1 7 O  O', on May 

In the following table are giren the means of the maximum 
and minimum tempera.tures, and the average rainfa.11 for the 
cotton-belt districts duriug the month. For the purpose ofcom- 
parison the means for the four preceding years are also giren. 
The district of Wilmington, onlr, shows an excess of precipitn- 
tion, 1.10 inches above the uormal j all the other districts hare 
deficiencies, ranging from 0.22 inch for the district of Mobile to 
2.81 inches for the district of Memphis. The di8triCt of Wil- 
mington shows the greatest average precipitation for the month, 
4.81 inches, and the district of Memphis the least, 1.88 inches. 

The means of the maximum and miuimum temperatures are 
in all districts above the normal ; the departure8 of the  maxi- 
mum temperature ranging from 2 O . 1  for the district of Savan- 
nah to 6O.4 for the district of Memphis, and t h e  departures of 
the minimum temperature from OO.4 for the district of Char- 
leston to 5 O . 1  for the district of Little Rock. The district of 
Qalreston shows the highest maximum temperature for the 
month, 101O.0, and the district of Vicksburg the lowest mini- 
mum temperature, 3OO.O. 
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Temperature and raiilfall data f o r  the cotton districts, Nay. 
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GTATE O F  WATER IN RIVEES AND HARBORS. 
I n  the following table a.re shomu the danger-points a t  the 

various river stations and the highest and lowest depths for 
May, 1887, with the h t e s  of-occurrence, and the monthly 
ranges : 

Helghts of r ivers  above low-water mark, May, 1887. 
[Expreaacd ita f e e f  and letilhs.] 
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INLAND NAVIGATION. 
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Maine, swollen by the heavy rains of the last two days of April 
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noon of the latter date was thirteen feet abovelow-water mark 
On the 2d, 3d, and 4th the water receded slowly, but rose 
slightly on the 5 th .  
Mi8Si88ippi River.-Cairo, I11 .: the river a t  this point reached 

its highest stage, 39.3 feet above low mater, on the 2d; from 
the 2d until the 18th it fell slowly to 25.0 feet; from the 18th 
to 21st i t  rose .4 foot ; from the 21st to the, end of the month 
it fell steadily, being on the 31st 17.6 feet above low-water 
mark. 

CuntberZand River.-Nashville, Tenn.: t,he river mas at  i ts  
greatest height on the 3d. After the 3d i t  fell steadily, and 
at the end of the nionth mas only 3.9 feet above low-mater 
mark. 
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Hudson River.-Albany , N. 
the 1st of the current month 
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destroyed, and travel rendered difficult. Reports from Water- 
rille, Gardiner, Fairfield, and other places on the Kennebec, 
state tirat tlie river w a s  higher on the 1st and 2d tlian i t  hils 
been since 1869. The Maine Centrtil Railroad mas covered 
WltlI water a t  serer:il places. At  Somerset Mills a raft of logs 
worth $20,000 was broken up  aucl carried to the sea. 

Bangor, Me. :' on the 29th and 30th of April, and during the 
first sixteen &,~s  of' tlie current inontli, the water in the Penob- 
SCOt River and its tributaries \ViLS, owing to heavy rains and 
nlelting snow in t,ho forefits and mountains, a t  a higher stage 
thail it has  heen for many p.m-s, entailing severe losses on 
lumbermen, saw-mill owners, and fbrmers along their bnuks. 
At Ellsworth several boonis and wing-dams were broken, and 
large numbers of logs floated out to sea. A t  Sangerville, 
Bartford, Liiiu, arid other towns on tlie river, great damage 
1va6 done to the manufiicturing interests, several woolen and 
cotton mills being flooded, niidsrminetl, or otherwise irijured, 
cauhiiig ;i suspeiision of operations and large losses. On the 
13th the river was reported to liare beeu still a t  HI+ unusuill 
height, ailtl over its banks froni Painedecook Lake to the sen. 
The railroad from Barigor to Saiut John, New Rrunswick, and 
the conrltry throiigli which i t  passes, was badly maslied, nnd 
traftic between Bangor and Vauceborougli wits stispentled from 
the 1st to 12th. lteports from Danfortli, Wasliington eo., on 
the Gth stated that the water at that place had reached a 
heiFht eighteen inches higher than any previous record. 

httsbnrg, Pa. : on the nfternoou of the 7th 8 heavy thunder- 
storm, with rain and hail, passed over this &tation. Several 
buildings were Xtruck by liglitning aud slightly damagod. - Along paint Creelr, i n  Cambria county, a very Iieavy fill1 of 
raiu occurrecl, causing the creek to rise suddenly arid overflow 
the Somerset and C;mbriii Itailroad, aud damaging much prop- 
erty i n  tire vi11age of 5olinston.n.  any thousands of logs and 
QUmeroiis bridges were carried away. At Hoowrsville more 
h u  twenty bridges mere mashed from their foundittions, aud 

At Morrillville, cellars of' nearly all dn.ellings flooded. 

_ _  . _ _ _  - - _ _  -_  - - 
Miiiersrille, Cambrin City, and Coopersdale many persons were 
temporarily rendered honieless. It is estimated that the flood 
ruined property to the extent of $150,000. 

Lynchburg, Va. : henvy rain fell from Yp. in. of the 9th until 
tlie early morning of the 10th; at 9.10 a. ni. i t  tigain began 
falling heavily and continued until 0.35 p. ni. The storm did 
no damiige in this vicinity, but along the valley of the Sandy 
Rirer several mills, dams,  and bridges mere carried away. 

Petersburg, Va.: on tlie 11th and 12th rery heavy rain fell 
i n  the easteru part of tlie state am1 streams in the lower coun- 
ties, aloug the coast, were higher than they had been for years. 
Tlie abutiueiits of an iron bridgc which spans Fountain Oreek, 
on the Petereburg and Weldon Itailroad, were wiished away 
arid the bridge \vas carried down the stream. A number of 
mills and small bridges in several southeastern counties mere 
damaged, as well as many acres of peanut and corn. 

Laredo, Tex.: the henry rains y4iicli fell tlirougliout the 
Rio Ornnde Valley dnring the night 01' the 14-15th caused 
the Rio Orantle River to rise rapidly; from midnight to noon 
the river rose eight feet. On tlie 15th tlie custom-house a t  
Laredo was maslied a m y ,  and one of the largest ferry boats on 
tiis river was sunk. 

Qorli~m, Coos Co., K .  H.: on the 14th the Anclroscoggin 
liiver between this place :ind Umbagog Lake was higher tbnn 
it has been for several Sears, the flood having beeu caused by 
the melting of tlie winter snowfall in the lake region. A por- 
tion of the streets i n  Gorhnm mas covered with water to a 
depth of' three feet. 

Las Animas, Colo.: althougli but little rain accompanied the 
thunder-storms of the 2Gtl1, 37th, and 28th in this immediate 
vicinity, in the snrrounding countrx very heavy rain fell and 
caused streams to rise rapidly. Washouts occurred on the 
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa F6 Railroitcl, both east and west 
ofthis place. 

No serious damage mas reported. 

HIGH TIDE. 
Cedar Keys, Fla., 26th. 

- - - - - - .- ~ 

ATMOSPHERLO ELECTRIOITY. 

othervstations in the extreme northwest: ' 

Auroras were rqorted during tlie month, as  follows : 
2d.-Pekin, Ill. ; Nashau, N. H. ; Boston, M ~ R s .  ; Fort Ma. 

3d.-Bismarck and Fort Totten, Dak. 
4th.-Poplnr River, Mont. 
1lth.-Pekin, Ill.; Orono, Me. 
12tb.-Morganfield, Kg. ; Orono and Ewt,port, Me.; Mount 

13th.--Eastport, Me. 
14th.-Duluth, Minn. 
:7th.-Cresco, Iomtt; Mackinaw City, Micb. ; Fort Assina- 

bolne, Moue. 
18th.-Fort Madison, Iowa ; Del~van,  Ernbnrras, aud La 

crosse, Wis. ; Grand Ha\yen, Mich. ; Bismarck n11d Fort Tot- 
ten, Dak. 

gintiis, Mont. 

- 
washington, N. H. ; Northfield, Vt. ; Saint Vincent, Minn. 

26th .-Dulhh, -Miun. 

Thunder-storms are reported to have occurred in t.he rari- 

Alnbama~.-Gth, l l t h ,  13th, 14th, 17th to 19th, 21st, 23d to 

Arizona..-l8th, 25th to 37th, 29t,h, 30th. 
Arkansas.-2d, 4th, 9th, loth, 12th,14th to 17tli, 22d to 26th. 

3lst.-Northfield, Vt. 
THUNDER-STORNS. 

ous states aud territories as follows : 

2Gtli, 29th, 31st. 

, , I  

28th to 31st. 
California.-Gth, 14th to lGth, 18th to 20th, 22d, 2Gth, 29th 

to 31st. 
Colorado.-3d1 13th to lGth, 18th, 21st to 23d, 26th to 28th, 31st. 
Connectiout.-Gth, 7th, 25tJ1, 26th. 
Dakota.-lst, 2d, 7th to 9th, 11th to 14th, 20th to 23~1, 26th 

to 28th. 


